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(m)OOC E-SCALE 
Informed Consent Agreement 

 
You are cordially invited to participate in the "E-SCALE" research project (E-SCALE stands for “deaf 
E-space for Signed Communication Abroad on Language E-learning”). This (m)OOC (Massive Open 
Online Course – which is interactive, free and open to everyone) is a component of a doctoral research 
project managed by Prof. Thierry Chanier of the LRL Research Unit (Laboratoire de Recherche sur le 
Langage), Université Blaise Pascal in Clermont-Ferrand (France) and supported by  Profs. Mark 
Weinberg and Patrick Boudreault of Gaullaudet University in Washington D.C. 
 
The aim of the E-SCALE project is to optimize approaches for teaching written and signed foreign 
languages to a Deaf audience via electronic modalities. The project will strive to shed light on best 
practices for teaching foreign languages, both written and signed, to the deaf while simultaneously 
gathering data needed for the purposes of a research study. 
 
The project will draw upon a set of interactive on-line learning tools (including an LMS – Learning 
Management System), which will enable interactions among participants whose aim it is to learn 
foreign languages. The working languages used by the (m)OOC will be LSF, ASL, and written French 
and English. A team member may be contacted at any time using any one of these languages. 
 
All interactions between participants (including both learners and tutors) will be recorded using a 
screen capture tool: examples of recorded documents include signed and written conversations, 
research data (such as pre- and post- questionnaires, interviews etc.), assignments, learning design and 
course materials. All possible care will be taken to respect anonymity. Only your screen name and 
your screen image will be retained (these items are critical if we are to properly analyze the data 
gathered). However, sensitive and/or confidential information will be removed from all recorded 
material. The processed data, together with a course description, will be posted publicly on the Internet 
in a database for teaching and research. The raw data will be destroyed. 
 
 
By signing below, you agree to allow for the use of data pertaining to you in a way consistent with the 
aforementioned conditions, without claims for compensation of any sort, and to consent to the free 
distribution of these documents for the purposes of teaching, research and information-sharing. 
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If you agree in principle to take part in this project, our expectations are that: 
- you participate conscientiously throughout the 8 weeks the project lasts (tutors will have 

an 11-week time commitment) and take an active part in online interactions with learners 
and tutors according to the terms outlined when you register; 

- you take part in this (m)OOC on a voluntary basis at no cost to you. 
 
The learning experience undertaken by your participation in this (m)OOC may be adduced in the 
European Language Portfolio1. 
 
 
 
If, despite all the care taken to ensure anonymity and the removal of all sensitive and confidential data, 
information is retained that you consider undesirable or prejudicial, you need only so inform us and 
the data in question will be promptly deleted from the public posting referenced earlier. For any 
questions concerning this specific matter or regarding the research protocol we are adopting, please 
contact us at any time at the following address: contact@signescale.org. 
 
Should you desire to move forward with your participation in this project, you still retain the right to 
withdraw at any time with no explanation needed and with no consequences to yourself. 
 
We thank you for your willingness to participate in the E-SCALE project. 
 
 
I have read in its entirety the information contained in this document and fully understand it. This 
information fully responds to any questions I might have. I agree to take part in this experience with 
the understanding that I may withdraw at any time and without penalty. I have received a copy of this 
agreement and am returning herewith a signed hard or emailed copy to the project team. 
 
 
Participant’s first and last name (please print): 
 
 
Participant’s signature:                                                                          Date: 
 
 
 
 
All concerns bearing on the ethical conduct of this project are to be directed to Thierry Chanier 
(thierry.chanier@univ-bpclermont.fr or contact@signescale.org). 
 

                                                
1 The European Language Portfolio (ELP) is a document in which those who are learning or have learned a language - whether at school 
or outside school - can record and reflect on their language learning and cultural experiences. The ELP has been developed by the 
Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe. 


